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Getting a jump on emergencies
The Blue Moun-

tain Emergency
Preparedness Com-
mittee, encompass-
ing Glencoe, Rail
Road Flat, West
Point and Wilsey-
ville, will hold an
Emergency Prepar-
edness Fair on
Saturday, Aug. 4,
from 10 a.m. to 3
p.m. at 195 Spink
Road, West Point,
next to the West
Point Fire Depart-
ment.

The fair will pro-
vide information
that will save lives
during extraordi-
nary emergency
events and help
speed the return to
normal community
operations during
the recovery
process.

Effective, organized com-
munity emergency response
relies on citizens familiar
with a prepared community
emergency plan and educa-
tion on how to protect  fam-
ilies and personal property.

Fair participants include:

South County Large Animal
Rescue, Area 12
Commission on Aging,
American Red Cross,
California Fire Safe Council,
Calaveras County Library-
West Point with Macro-
Reader, Sierra Foothill Fire
Extinguishers, American

Legion Ambu-
lance, West Point
VFW Post 3322,
West Point
American Legion
Post 787, Calaveras
County Sheriff ’s
D e p a r t - m e n t
including Special
Operations, Search
& Rescue, Animal
Control, Sheriff ’s
Volunteers, West
Point Lyon’s Club,
Bikers Against
Child Abuse,
A m e r i c a n
Association of
Retired Persons,
Ice Cream Social,
Calaveras County
Water District,
Volcano Com-
munications, Vial
of Life, Allstate
Insurance, Cala-
veras Public Tele-
vision.

Other participants may
include: Noah’s Wish (ani-
mal protection during disas-
ters), Citizen’s Corps, Cal
Fire (CDF), Amador Fire
Safe Council, CHIPS, Blue
Mountain Community
Services and PG&E.

The West Point VFW
Ladies Auxiliary will provide
food and beverages at a
nominal cost throughout the
day.

Call 293-7100.

CHIPS 
wins 
hefty
grant

Calaveras Healthy
Impacts Products
Solutions (CHIPS) has
won a $96,500 USDA
Rural Business Enterprise
Grant 

Ben Higgins, USDA
Rural Development State
Director, made the pres-
entation July 2 at a special
West Point Community
Hall ceremony attended
by CHIPS staffers, com-
munity members, Con-
gressman Dan Lungren,
State Senator Dave Cox
representative Dana
Jorgensen and Depart-
ment of Agriculture Rural
Development regional
representative Hector
Bautista.

The grant will pay for
chippers, trucks and train-
ing for 24 people. The
goal is to create economic
development opportuni-
ties while clearing local
forests of dangerous
combustible vegetation.
Turn to GRANT, page 15.

The goal is to save lives and property during
an extraordinary emergency such as wildfire.

Angora Fire’s lesson
The June 24 to July 3

Angora Fire that burned
3,100 acres in the Lake
Tahoe basin and destroyed
242 homes and 67 commer-
cial buildings and damaged
an additional 35 homes
ofered a lesson to residents
of the Upcountry and Blue
Mountain regions.

Neither the Amador nor
Calaveras side of the north
fork Mokelumne river
canyon has experienced a

major fire in decades. As a
result, fuel loads are very
high, and the possibility of a
major wildfire is likely. Hot
weather, low humidity and
low seasonal rainfall have
left the region particularly
dry during the 2007 fire sea-
son.

In January, 2005, a new
state law became effective
that extended the defensible

Turn to BLAZE, page 2.

Fire profile

Blaze sparks interest
for Central firefighter.
Story on page 5.

Vaccines
They are required
by law for incoming
students.
Story on page 8.

Garden art

Art in the Gardens
comes alive.
Story on page 11.

Lema joins
CCF board
Moke Hill resident
joins Calaveras
Community
Foundation.
Story on page 11.

Worldly dining
Rail Road Flat will
host fundraiser.
Story on page 3.

INSIDE



Sharon Armstrong, psy-
chologist and co-owner of
The Art Gallery in Murphys,
held mask-making classes
during a four-part session
for adults and youth at the
Blue Mountain Coalition for
Youth and Families in June
and July.

The classes were funded
by a donation from Beth
Childs of West Point.

“The process of making a
mask is an art form that goes
very deep,” said Armstrong.
“It starts with a plaster gauze
life mask of one’s own face.
A creative art mask of clay is
then made over the life
mask.”

“In creating a life mask,
we partner,” said Armstrong.

“One person smoothes
gauze over their partner’s
face. It is a very tender and
respectful process, part of
the formation of communi-
ty, where people work, create
and play together. It creates

a very deep network,” she
said.

Mask-making is as old as
human history, said
Armstrong. “When we
come together in a commu-
nity of mask-making, we’re

part of a very ancient tradi-
tion,” she said.

The masks are on display
at the center, where another
mask-making series will be
offered soon. Program dates
to be announced. Call the

center at 293-4500 for more
information.

Center co-director
Catherine Lambie said this
art class was the first in a
series to be offered free to
community members.
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It takes
a partner
to make
a mask

Mask-maker Sharon Armstrong shares her skills, philosophy.

Blaze a 
warning
for local 
residents
clearance requirement
around homes and struc-
tures from 30 feet to 100
feet to increase the chance
for firefighters to save a
home from wildfire, accord-
ing to the California
Department of Forestry.

According to CalFire,
every year damaging wild-
fires are started by misuse of
outdoor equipment, like
lawn mowers, weed cutters,
chain saws and mufflers.

CalFire reminds residents
to limit weed and grass cut-
ting to the morning before
10 a.m., remove rocks
before operating equipment
and make sure gas-powered
equipment has spark
arrestors.

When a wildfire strikes,
evacuation in the Upcountry
and Blue Mountain areas is
inevitable.

Residents who are away
from home when evacuation
begins will not have a
chance to return until fire
danger has passed.
Residents who are at home
when evacuation begins will
have limited time to collect
valuables and pets and limit-
ed evacuation routes.
Evacuees or those who
remain in their homes
should be prepared to be
isolated from services for 72
hours or more and plan
accordingly.

Amador Fire Safe
Council and the Blue
Mountain Emergency
Preparedness Committee
provide useful information
and assistance on emergency
planning and evacuation.
For more information, visit
www.amadorfiresafe.org and
www.mycalaveras.com/bme
pc.

Continued from page 1.

Enrich Your Life

Become a Square Dancer!

Fun, Fitness and Friendship
Set to Music!

New-Dancer Dances Start
in September.

Singles, Couples and Young
Adults are Welcome!

Come Join Us!

September 10, 17 and 24 at 7:30 p.m.
Jackson Senior Center • 229 New York Ranch Rd.

Jackson Claim Jumpers
Jim & Sharon Rammel, Caller/Quer

Call 296-8701 or 267-9004

Sizzling Plymouth Nights
Street Dance
Friday, August 17,

from 5:00 p.m.
Music by ‘Little Willie & The Shifters’

Fine Wine Raffle
Fine Art Display Featuring Local Artists

Food and Drink • Hot Cars
Children’s Sidewalk Art Contest

Main Street Will Be Closed for Street Dance.
Restaurants and Clubs Will be Open!

Picnic Baskets Available at Amador Vintage Market

Tickets $10.00 Per Person. Children Under 12 Free
Tickets will be sold at the entrances to Main Street.

For group purchases, call 209-217-6848 or 217-7687



Summer weath-
er brings Mother
Lode residents
outdoors for hik-
ing and recreation-
al activities and, as
part of the out-
door experience,
exposure to haz-
ards like poison
oak, mosquitoes
and rattlesnakes.

The Mother
Lode is habitat to
the Northern
Pacific Rattlesnake

While many rat-
tlesnake bites are
“dry” (no venom),
any rattlesnake bite
needs medical
attention.

If threatened, a rat-
tlesnake may coil, rattle, and
raise its upper body, appear-
ing ready to strike while
actually backing slowly away.
However, if surprised, it can
lunge up to several feet,

striking without any warning
behavior whatsoever.

Many bites result from
surprise encounters and can
be prevented by using a few
common sense rules, cour-
tesy of the California Poison
Control System: Identify rat-
tlesnake areas before visiting.

Rattlesnakes have
been found near
urban areas, in
river or lakeside
parks and golf
courses. Never go
barefoot or wear
sandals when
walking in the
rough; wear hik-
ing boots. Stay on
paths and trails
and avoid tall
grass, weeds, and
heavy underbrush
where snakes
hide. Use a walk-
ing stick when
hiking; let it
strike the stick
instead of you.

Look for concealed snakes
before picking up rocks,
sticks, or firewood. If you or
a member of your family are
bitten, calm the victim and
transport to the nearest
emergency facility for treat-
ment.
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THANK YOU
for voting us

BEST BANK
in Amador County

We’re Committed to
Growing with You

       Jackson:    223-2320

  Buckhorn:     295-2265

               Ione:    274-4731

Proud to be

Local People Helping
Local People

Ssssssssssssssssssss

This large Northern Pacific rattlesnake was
found on a driveway in West Point on July 17.

News notes

Worldly dining
An Around the World

Dinner will be held Sept. 6,
beginning with cocktails at 5
p.m., at the Rail Road Flat
Community Club.

The fund-raising event
will be a first-come, first-
served choice of two entrees
of Chinese, Italian, British,
Philippine, American,
German, Portugese and
Mexican cuisine, plus salad,
drink and dessert, for $10.
There will also be a prize
giveaway. For more infor-
mation call Linda Burns at
754-3922.

Heating up
An informal presentation

on global warming will take
place Friday, Aug. 3, at 6:30
p.m. at the Senior Center,
229 New York Ranch Road,

Jackson. The speaker will be
Frank Axe, professor of
chemistry at university of
the Pacific in Stockton, and
Jerry Scott, a marketing and
communications expert.

The discussion will pres-
ent the latest scientific data
on changing weather pat-
terns and their effects on
humans and other species.

The free event is spon-
sored by a private citizens’
group and is not affiliated
with any political organiza-
tion.

For more information,
call 296-7421

Charity golf
The Ebbetts Pass Moose

Lodge hosted its annual golf
tournament at Forest
Meadows recently. Over the
past four years the Moose
Turn to NEWS, page 12.
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Letters welcomed

West Point News
and Upcountry News
welcome letters on any
subject as long as they
are tasteful and respon-
sible and are signed with
the full name of the
writer (who should
include a phone number
and address for verifica-
tion). 

Letters should not
exceed 275 words.
Please no business
endorsements, commer-
cials or poetry. 

Send letters to P.O.
Box 447 West Point,
CA 95255 or email to:
west pointnews@vol-
cano.net.

Hometown Forum
The West Point News
and Upcountry News

community newspapers
have a combined  monthly
press run of 9,000 copies
and are distributed free
through Calaveras and

Amador county merchants
and by mail subscription.

Mail subscriptions
$24 per year.

P.O. Box 447
West Point, CA 95255
Phone: 209-293-7800

Fax: 209-293-7458
westpointnews@volcano.net
upcountrynews@volcano.net

Publisher &
Managing Editor

Rick Torgerson
Editorial &
Advertising:
209-293-7800

Advertising Rates:
www.MyCalaveras.com/WPN
www.MyAmador.com/UCN

Upcountry Reporters
Lynda Burman
Debra Dunn

West Point Reporters
Savannah Mulderrig

Glen Inouye
Columnists

Ruth Gottstein
Maryann Gravitt
Leslie Vasquez
Veronica Cohn

Production (e-mail):
WestPointPublishing@

volcano.net

Copy Editor / 
Page designer

Kathe Waterbury

Billing
Accounts Receivable

Accounts Payable
and Subscriptions

Jill Jenkins
(209) 293-4840

Copyright 2007
West Point Publishing
All rights reserved. No

unauthorized duplication
or reproduction without

expressed written consent.

Fire district wins online training grant
Editor:

Central Calaveras Fire & Rescue
Protection District has been selected as
a recipient of the Target Safety-VCOS
IAFC Online Training Grant. The
award will pay $75 per participating
firefighter.

With this award, the ire district will
receive one year of online training
from Target Safety at no cost. With this
online system the district will be able to
track all training records online and uti-
lize 24 of Target Safety’s 180 online
courses which range from terrorism,
EMS Continuing education, Driving
Safety, Human Resource topics, Safety
and health, Homeland Security, Fire,
HazMat, and company officer training.

“We are thankful to firefighters,
training officers, and fire chiefs across
the United States who have made
Target Safety the leader in online fire-
fighter and EMS training”, said Bruce
Kaechele, President & CEO of Target
Safety, Inc.

“This grant initiative is just a small
way of thanking the entire fire-EMS
family for all that they have done for us.
Target Safety has a long-term commit-
ment to the fire-EMS industry and we
hope to give back even more to them in
the future.”

Central Calaveras Fire & Rescue is a
combination (paid and paid-call) fire
protection district that provides fire
suppression, EMS/Basic Life Support

& rescue services to the Calaveras
County communities of Glencoe, Rail
Road Flat, Eagle Ridge Ranch/Airport,
Mountain Ranch and Sheep Ranch
California. Currently Central Calaveras
Fire & Rescue has twenty-two respon-
ders within the agency. This grant shall
be a used wisely by the district to
enhance our training and firefighter
safety programs.

Robert L. Gill
Fire Chief

Since receiving the grant, Chief Gill has
taken another position with the Pioneer Fire
Department. See story on page 13.
– Editor

Editor:
My concern is FIRE in

general. I wish every person
in the county would keep a
cleared fire defense around
the houses. Also, if possible
around their property.

As you know, I’ve been

preaching fire safety from
day one. I will always think it
is our number-one issue.

Thank you.

Ted Novelli, Supervisor
Amador County 
District 3

Editor:
The Amador County

Archives has a large number
of reels of radio shows
done by the famous Amador
historian, Cedric Clute.

Unfortunately the
archives has no reel to reel
player to start organizing
this material. Surely some-
one out there has a workable
machine that I can buy to
work with these priceless
tapes. Please contact me at
223-0867 or fblauvelt@gol-
drush.com.

Frank Blauvelt
Jackson

Editor:
I would like to extend a

heartfelt Thank You to
everyone who made an
idea come to fruition – the
Angora Fire donation
drive.

Once the idea was circu-
lated, many wonderful peo-
ple came forward to help
with finding staging areas,
manning staging areas,
obtaining equipment such
as boxes and signs, and so
on.

Businesses such as
Volcano Telephone,
Merzlak Signs, Meneely
Tools, Wal-Mart, City of
Jackson and Calvary
Chapel all stepped forward
to help.

It wasn’t just
Amadorians, but also peo-
ple from West Point, such
as Susan McMorris, who
drove a trailer full of dona-
tions to South Lake Tahoe.

The list is just too long
to be printed but can be

found at www.amadorcom-
munitynews.com.

And to all those who
donated goods, the Angora
Fire victims and their pets
were very grateful for your
assistance.

Once again our commu-
nities have shown that
great spirit of giving to
those in time of need.

The Angora Fire vic-
tims still need assistance.

A non-profit organiza-
tion called Locals for
Locals has set up the Lake
Tahoe Angora Fire Fund
of which 100 percent of
the proceeds will go direct-
ly to fire victims.

If you wish to donate,
you can send your check to,
Lake Tahoe Angora Fire
Fund, Attention: Rex, P.O.
Box 17640, South Lake
Tahoe, CA 96151.

Again, thank you.

Jackie Vaughn
Volcano

Thanks for help to
Angora fire victims

Defensible space touted

Looking for
the reel thing



By Savannah Mulderrig
Luke Joraanstad, 19,

works as a firefighter 32
hours a week for minimum
wage at the Central
Calaveras Fire and Rescue
Protection District.

Joraanstad became
involved with the station as a
cadet at age 17. His brother,
Noah, was a part of the dis-
trict and sparked his interest
in the work.

Joraanstad, known
around the station as
Shadowbox, is always helpful
at a scene, but can be harm-
ful to himself while off duty.
He earned his nickname one
night while he and another
firefighter were sleeping
atop their International rig.

He started swinging at the
shadows in his dream and
fell 13 feet, breaking his foot.
He spent 12 hours in the
hospital.

Joraanstad
recalled the
moment he
knew he
wanted fire-
fighting in
his life. “It
was my first
s t r u c t u r e
fire, a trailer
fire. It was
m i d n i g h t
during a
t h u n d e r
storm with
40 mph
winds. I was first on scene
with one other, although I
was a cadet at the time and
not allowed near the action,
it was really cool and I’ve
loved it ever since.”

For the past four years,
Joraanstad has helped in the
Fill the Boot fundraiser, a
fundraiser developed by the
Muscular Dystrophy

Association.
Firefighters stand on the

side of the road for four
hours holding their structure
boots.

Last year they made over
$1,000 to help kids with neu-
romuscular diseases. “We
have such a generous com-
munity, it’s inspiring.”

Joraanstad hails from
Cheese, North Dakota.
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www.marktwainhospital.com

754-3521

768 Mountain Ranch Road

San Andreas, California 95249

Get the Health AnswersYou Need -- AnytimeGet the Health AnswersYou Need -- Anytime

Nurse Call Center
1-800-500-5601

The Nurse Call Center is a free,confidential, high-priority

service provided by MarkTwain St.Joseph’s Hospital.

Contact the Nurse Call Center and speak with a nurse,

24 hours a day, every day. We answer general health

questions, refer you to a local physician, and provide

current information on community health and wellness

programs and services.

The Health Information Library, available through the

Nurse Call Center, has over 1,000 topics, ranging from

cardiovascular health, diet, and exercise to mental and

emotional health in adults and children.

We help keep people healthy

so they can enjoy a good life.

Late-night blaze sparks love of service West Point lists calls

Central Fire reports stats
Central Calaveras Fire

and Rescue reported the
following statistics for May:

Medical aids, 19; vehicle
crashes, 5; smoke checks, 6;
vegetation fires, 5; vehicle
fires, 1; structure fires, 1;
public assists, 2; hazardous
materials incidents, 1; emer-
gency standbys, 1, for a
total of 40 calls.

In June, firefighters
responded to the following:
Medical aids, 20; vehicle
crashes, 7; smoke checks, 3;
vegetation fires, 2; public
assists, 1; and emergency

standbys, 2.
There were two training

sessions held in May 2007,
both wildland fire evolu-
tions, with an average atten-
dance of 13.

Two trainings in June
were EMS issues including
SIDS, elder abuse, pedi-
atrics and firefighter safety,
and “Fireground Opera-
tions in the Wildland Urban
Interface, with an average
attendance of 12.

Additionally nine per-

West Point Fire
Protection District has
reported the following call
statistics for June: Wildland
fires, 2; miscellaneous fires,
2; medical aids, 19; vehicle
crashes, 1; public assists, 1,

for a total of 25 calls, or 189
for the year.

An average of three per-
sonnel responded per inci-
dent, and firefighters
trained a total of 136 man
hours.

Firefighter Luke Joraanstad

Turn to FIRE, page 13.

Check Out
Our

Specials!
Sunday Family

Special
Two large 2-topping

pizzas and one
dozen breadsticks

$22.49
Tuesday Special

2 medium one-topping pizzas

$16.99
Thursday 2 Pasta

Dinners $8.99
Spaghetti, Ravioli or Lasagna

Dine in or Take Out!
Sun.-Thurs. 11am-8pm
Fri. & Sat. 11am-9pm

Friday Special $15.99
Giant 1-topping & Breadsticks

Try our Mountain Size!
4” Larger than Giant Size

Lunch Specials Mon.-Fri.

Pizza Plus
Main St., West Point

293-7779



Happy birthday
Best wishes to all those in

our community celebrating
an August birthday:

Aug. 1 – Eldie Bartlett,
Courtney givens and Frank
Matz. Aug. 2 – Rick
Bertram, Fred Downs,
Donna Jean Hall, Cameron
Maynard and bobby Neal.
Aug. 3 – Jack Cummiskey,
Laurie Jurs, Debbie
McAuley, George Shipp,
Disiree Wanona Wiley and

Casey Wright. Aug. 4 – Jason
Stein. On Aug. 5 – Jeff
Ballard, Cason Bridges,
M a r i a
D i c k e r s o n ,
Kodie Haag
and Tim King.

Aug. 6 –
Karan Bow-
sher, Hannah
C u m m i s k e y,
Piero Martin-
ucci and Moraiya Wiley.

Aug. 7 – Elizabeth Brant
and Heather Snead. Aug. 8 –

Joe Gordon. Aug. 9 –
Garner Day. Aug. 10 – Brad
Maynard, Dorothy Noble,

Staci Oshell
and Carter
Williams.

Aug. 11 –
Ruth Gott-
stein, Glenda
Miner, Charles
V a s q u e z ,
A n t h o n y

Wilson and Lauren Wilson.
Aug. 12 – Fred Downs Jr.,
Seth Maines and Gus
Weissinger. Aug. 14 – Hazel
Goode. Au g.
16, Ellen Bertram, Larelle

Miller, Janelle Ponte and
John Rush IV. Aug 18 –
Rodney Hurst, Paul Maynard
and Shannon Pingree. Aug
19 – Marc Schirato,
Creighton Smith, Bryce
Stein.

Aug. 20 –  Amanda Ahart
and Chelsey Wiley. Aug 21 –
Ayden Garcia, Mallery Mote,
Michael Schirato and Dustin
Wright.

Aug. 22 – Adam Good,
Lora Nagle and Megan
Reding. Aug. 23 – Richard
Silveira.

Aug. 24 – Winnie
Chesshire. Aug. 25 – Jordan

Davis and Nickolas
Marshall. Aug. 26 – Kathy
Wilhite.

Aug. 27 – Cassie Carroll,
Larry Collins, Shayla Harris,
Coltin, Mills, Danica
Parkerson, Daniel M.
Phillips, Rick Schaad, Margie
Soracco, Dusty Sparvel and
Marianna Wood. Aug. 28 –
Midge Parsons. Aug. 29 –
Andrew Garcia.

Aug. 30 – Brian Meyers,
Thelma Oitman, Magdaleina
Schembri, Pat Szwaja and
Ken Wright Jr. Aug. 31 –
Mary Hertlein, Bianca
Kauffman, Gerald
McCullough  and Isabelle
Ponte.

Happy anniversary

Congratulations to those
in our community celebrat-
ing a wedding anniversary in
August:

Aug 1 – Kevin and Angel
O’Meara. Aug. 3 – Jeff and
Cheryll Haight, and Ralph
and Joan Jepson.

Aug. 5 – Ed and Janelle
Ponte, and Jeremy and Carol
Wise. Aug. 8 – Robert and
Elaine Stroud.

Aug. 9 – Doug and
Elizabeth Bonneville. Aug.
10 – Roy and Kelli Frye. Aug
12 – Leroy and Mary Silveira.

Aug. 15 – Jack and Millie
Ruff. Aug. 16 – Russ and
Helen Neal.

Aug. 19 – Stephen and
Jean Turpen. Aug. 25 –
Nacho and Teresa Ron. Aug.
27 – Robert and Kathy
Shanks.

Aug. 29 – Kevin and
Leslie Mote. Aug. 31 – Brian
and Judy Smith.
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FRIENDS AND NEIGHBORS

First Baptist Church
Sunday
School
9:30am

Church
Service

10:45am & 6pm

Wednesday
‘Team Kid’

6:00pm

Bible Study
Thursdays
6:00 pm

Pastor
Kenneth Terry

293-7207

300 Cemetery Ln., West Point

Why Rent When You Can Buy?
Brand New Homes
Starting at $45,000

$9,999 Down & Payments of $498 + Space Rent

Dunrovin Village
All-Age Park • West Point • 209-293-7252

Faith Lutheran Church
Early Guitar Service

Traditional Liturgical Worship
Adult Classes/Sunday School

Nursery Care Available

An ELCA Congregation, David H. Solevad, Pastor
22601 Highway 88, Pioneer, CA 95666

209-295-4545
http://www.flc-pioneer.org

Pioneer Office
Now Open!

Michael Vasquez, Realtor®
Don Skinner, Realtor®
Nada Kiebold, Realtor®
Donna Baehr, Realtor®
Walt Baehr, Realtor®

Danny McCauley
Broker/Owner

229955-88888866
26655 T iger  Creek Rd.  •  P ioneer

SAM SNEAD REAL ESTATE
VICKI SNEAD-HINKELL - BROKER

Sales:  Dick Johnson • Tony Powell
John Pelletti • Leroy Fonceca  

MAIN STREET CORNERS - WEST POINT
www.mycalaveras.com/SamSneadRealEstate (209) 293-7979

Nice Home, Nice Area, Nice Price
New counters, flooring & paint. Great for 1st
time buyer or weekender. 2 bd., 2 ba. ranch
home. Free standing woodstove in living room
for those cozy nights. MLS#106326 $250,000

Azaleas to Zinnias Abound ...
... on both parcels. This 2000 sq. ft. home,
newly dressed up in new carpet & paint.  All
pest work complete. Attached garage & several
outbuildings. 2.8 acres. MLS#106748  $389,000



The Amador Support Transportation
and Resources Services (STARS) held its
fourth annual Great Amador Head Shave
on July 18 on TSPN Live and continued the
event at Jose’s Mexican Restaurant at
Mother Lode Plaza in Jackson.

Eleven people participated, either shav-
ing their heads to honor those battling can-
cer or donating hair to Locks of Love.

Two four-year veterans of the head
shave, Jack Mitchell and Lawrence Wallage,
and two Amador County Supervisors, Ted
Novelli and Brian Oneto, were among
those participating. STARS spokesperson
Ginger Rolf said STARS also received $800
in pledges if Supervisor Richard Forster
would shave his head.

The Head Shave is a prelude to the
annual Amador County Camp out for
Cancer event coming up The event, spon-
sored by STARS, will be Sept. 22 and 23 at
Argonaut High School.

The Camp Out is an inspiring communi-
ty event where teams build a “tent city” and
take turns hiking around the high school
track for 24 hours to raise funds and aware-
ness for local cancer patients, survivors,
and their families.

Funds from previous events have fund-
ed vans to transport patients to chemother-
apy treatments out of the county. They also
help support programs such as “Look

Good, Feel Better” for cancer victims.
STARS is looking for volunteers or

donors to participate in the event. Join a
team and spread a message of hope that
together we can win over cancer.

Call Amador STARS at 223-1246 or visit
their website at amadorstars.org for addi-
tional information.

By Sandy 
Garcia

Help ing
other kids is
why 9-year-
old Kylie
Rose of
Ione decid-
ed to grow
out her hair
and cut off
11 inches to
donate to
Locks of
Love in
Florida.

Locks of
Love pro-
vides hair-
pieces to
children 18
years old or younger suffer-
ing from medical hair loss,
helping them to achieve cru-
cial self-esteem and confi-
dence.

When Kylie’s grandfather
was diagnosed with cancer,
she wanted to do something

special. “I just wanted to be
able to help some other kid
who doesn’t have any hair,”
stated Kylie. “I heard about
Locks of Love and decided
to grow my hair long enough
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GOT USED OIL & FILTERS?

Sponsored by Amador County Waste Management Department and the Rural Counties’ Environmental Services Joint Powers Authority.  

Funded by a grant from the California Integrated Waste Management Board.  Zero Waste—You Make It Happen!

For more information on recycling in your area contact Amador County Waste Management 

Department  at (209) 223-6429 or www.co.amador.ca.us/depts/waste 

Amador County Residents can recycle uncontaminated* used oil & filters**

 at the following locations:
*Oil must be free of pesticides, antifreeze, water, solvents, or other chemicals.

**Punch a small hole on top of the filter with a screwdriver or awl and drain for 12 to 24 hours.

Ione
Stroh’s Auto Electric & Repairs

274-0605

Amador Disposal Service  

274-2454

Pine Grove
A.T.I. Parts 

296-7555

ACES Waste Services

296-2237

Jackson
Kragen Auto Parts 

223-3256 (does not take filters)

Lynch’s Automotive

223-2520

Valvoline Express Lube

352-6177

Sutter Creek

A.T.I. Parts

267-5241

Ione girl donates
her locks with love

Kylie and Esther Dittman show off
Kylie’s 11-inch ponytail donation.

Turn to LOCKS, page 12.

Amador STARS take it all off

Rose-Marie Zwieg had her head shaved
and hopes to raise at least $5,000 this
year.

Anthony
Simonds

Electrical
Contractor

Residential
Commercial
Remodels
State Contractor’s
License #602858

Office
209-293-1120

Cellular
209-482-2799

P.O. Box 215, Wilseyville

KinderMusik
The world’s most

respected name in
music & movement

for children.  For ages
newborn to 7 years.

Located in Pine Grove.

916-9971-00420



By Lynda Burman
The Amador Farmers Market opened

for the season on June 4 in Ione, June 9 in
Sutter Creek and June 27 in Pine Grove
with seasonal produce, jewelry, plants and
baked goods.

The market in Pine Grove will be open
Wednesdays from 3:30 to 6 p.m.; Sutter
Creek, Saturdays from 8 to 11 a.m. The
market features vendors from California’s
Central Valley as well as local vendors.

Michelle Grondin, market manager, is
bringing back bakeoff events this year.

June’s peach bakeoff at Sutter Creek and
Pine Grove will be followed by a plum
bakeoff in Pine Grove on Aug. 15 and in
Sutter Creek on Aug. 18, salsa day on Sept.
5 in Pine Grove and Sept. 28 in Sutter
Creek and an apple bakeoff on Sept. 19 in
Pine Grove and Sept. 22 in Sutter Creek.

The final harvest festival bakeoff will pit
the winners against each other in a pump-
kin bakeoff on Oct. 3 in Pine Grove and
Oct. 6 in Sutter Creek.

For more information about the markets

or bakeoffs, call Grondin at 419-5203.
John Covert and friends are back to pro-

vide entertainment for market goers in Pine
Grove.

The annual market fundraiser dinner will
be held on Sunday, Aug. 26 this year. This
year’s theme: Historic Food, Wine and
Spirits Tour. Tickets are $30 at the markets.

By Joyce Peek
First 5 Calaveras

August is National
Immunization Awareness
Month. Many parents may
still be unsure about the ben-
efits vaccines offer their chil-
dren. Here are some com-
mon myths and facts about
vaccines and to help parents
make the right decision for
their children.

Fiction: Vaccines could
hurt, not help my child.

Fact: The benefits of
vaccines outnumber the
slight pain some children
experience.

Vaccines help fight off

diseases by building immuni-
ty to specific viruses.

Fiction: Vaccines are not
necessary for my child.

Fact: By law, children
need to be vaccinated to
protect against disease.

The California School
Immunization Law requires
children to have certain vac-
cines by the time they enter
kindergarten. Often, child
care providers and
preschools also require vac-
cinations before enrollment.

Fiction: Infants are too
young to be vaccinated.

Fact: Immunization
schedules are designed to
protect children beginning at
birth. Vaccines administered
during childhood provide
the highest protection possi-
ble against viruses and infec-
tions.

Fiction: A breastfed
baby does not need to be
vaccinated.

Fact: All babies need vac-
cines. While breastfeeding
provides babies with a
strong nutritional start, it is
not a replacement for the
protection provided by vac-
cines.

Fiction: There is nothing
I can do to prepare my child
for his or her vaccine.

Fact: Honesty is the best
policy. If your child is more
than 2 years old, you can
prepare him or her by calm-
ly explaining the need for
vaccines.

Fiction: I can’t comfort
my child when he or she
receives a vaccine.

Fact: You know your
child best. A parent’s sooth-
ing touch calms a child.

For more information on
vaccines and local resources,
please call First 5 Calaveras
County at 754 -1470 or visit
www.first5calaveras.org
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Vaccinations the law
for incoming students

School NewsFarmers markets bring out cooks

Cindy and Charles offer tomatoes from
Thao Farms in Sacramento.

Steam Cleaning
Carpet Re-Stretching • Repairs

Lic. #9084
Rick Pierce, Owner

209-296-1771 of Jackson
Authorized Retail Dealer Store

Appliances • Home Electronics
Lawn & Garden • Craftsman Tools

All Right Here in Our Store!

OPEN 7 DAYS
Mon.-Sat. 9-6; Sun. 11-4

223-1995
795 S. Hwy 49, Jackson

10876 Hwy. 49
(Just north of Martell/88 Merge)

Jackson

209-223-0315

Huge Clothing Selection at Low Prices!

For Women
From Casual

to Bridal

For Men
Work Clothing
Tuxedo Rentals

THE CLOTHES MINE
San Andreas (209) 754-3440

60 W. St. Charles St.
Sutter Creek (209) 267-0417

60 Main Street

•Full service Propane Co.
•Radio disptached trucks
•Residential/Commercial
•Automatic Fuel Delivery
•Electronic Fund Transfer
•Easy Saver Program
•Fast Installation
•Appliances
•Free Estimates

22479 Hwy 88 • Pioneer
P.O. Box 1191, Pine Grove 95665

Discover

Tanks sold and leased.  We also serve West Point

Your
Local

Dealer!

296-5544
223-5186



The Mothers Club of
Amador County honored
some of its members in a
ceremony on June 26.

Those recognized were:
Helen Loffland, Most
Supportive Mom; Arleen
Kingston, Funniest Mom;
Meredith Jorgensen, Team
Player; Tracy Goss and
Leslie Vasquez, a tie for
Most Extraordinary Mom;
Marie Carter, Stepping up to
a Challenge; Kara Edwards,
Sweetest Mom; and Heather
Duran; Friendliest Mom.

“Sometimes it takes
another mom to say, I
appreciate how difficult,
heartbreaking and rewarding
this job of motherhood is,”
said Vasquez, Mothers Club
director.

Vasquez started the
event by awarding

Certificates of Appreciation
to First 5 Amador and the
Sutter Creek Women’s Club
thanking them for providing
the grants that make the
Mothers Club possible.

Winners received certifi-
cates and prizes from
among donated goods.

Moms of every age and
situation are welcome to
join the club, including first-
time pregnant women.

There are no dues, and
club members provide meals
to new mothers for the first
month. Members participate
in playdates, holiday parties,
family field trips and

shows, Mom’s Night Out
dinners and meetings,
snow-play dates, campouts
and hikes.

The United Methodist
Church in Sutter Creek
donates space for meetings,
activities and events. The
Mothers Club of Amador
County is funded by grants
from First 5 Amador, The
Sutter Creek Women’s Club
and other fundraising
efforts.

See the website to make a
donation.

For more information or
to join, go to www.mother-
sclubofamadorcounty.com.

The Calaveras County
Arts Council’s fourteenth
annual Cajun Fête, a dinner
and dance benefit, will be
held Saturday, Aug. 4, from 5
to 10 p.m. at the historic
Pioneer Hotel in Sheep
Ranch.

Only 350 tickets will be
sold, and they must be
reserved in advance at $50
per person. Proceeds benefit
the Calaveras County Arts
Council.

A Cajun dinner including
Jambalaya prawns, barrel-
smoked chicken, grilled
Andouille sausage, beans,
rice and will be served from
the historic kitchen where
49’ers once grabbed their
grub. A no-host bar will
serve Calaveras wines, local
micro brews and “Cajun
Kickers.”

San Francisco Bay Area
musicians, “Gator Beat,” will
entertain. Artists include
Bruce Gordon, founder of
Zydeco Flames, Luis
Rodriguez on drums and
washboard, Australian
David Scott on saxophone,
Willard Blackwell on vocals
and rhythms and Randy
Quan on guitar. “The
Mighty Sparrow” is Linda
Hutchison, one of Sonoma
County’s most respected
bass players.

A Silent Auction Tent
featuring “experience” pack-
ages and art will encourage

additional donations to the
Calaveras Arts Council.
Tickets are available on line:
www.highsierratickets.com
or by calling the Arts
Council at (209)754-1774.
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Gator Beat will heat up the air waves.

Hot music, spicy food
mark arts fund raiser

Mothers Club fetes members

Ridge Road Garden Center
18815 Ridge Road, Pine Grove

www.RidgeRoadGardenCenter.com
Open Mon.-Sat.
209-296-7210

Great Selection of
Summer Perennials 

in Stock!

Timothy Durkin, D.D.S.
P.O. Box 795; 13828 Gold Mine Rd., Suite 6

Pine Grove, CA 95665 • 209-296-7878
www.MyAmador.com/TheDentist

New Patients Welcome!
Small-Town Friendly

Major Credit Cards Accepted

Family Dentistry!

Pet Care and Boarding
Complete Pet Care Facility

Refuge Ranch
Pet Care and Boarding
West Point  • 209-293-7953
email: Creewolf@volcano.net

Large indoor/outdoor kennels and separate large cat kennels.
Member: Pet Sitters International.  •  Reasonable Rates

Dogs, Cats, Horses, Rodents, Any Animal.  We Do It All!

www.MyCalaveras.com/RefugeRanch 

Play 18 Holes, Cart Included!
$28.00  Monday  -  Friday

All Tee Times
$35.00  Saturday  &  Sunday

All Tee Times
Meadow Dr. @ Hwy 88 • Pioneer

209-2295-77020
Lessons Available  •  proshop@goldrush.com 

Gregg Standridge
Head Golf Professional

We’re A Woman's
Boutique for Post-Surgical

Breast Products

Joy’s Return
Medicare Approved  •  Joyce Ognibene, Owner/Fitter

10350 Spunn Rd., Jackson, CA
Appointments by Phone:  209-223-3650

WE FIX “BAD” WATER

209-257-0300   888-234-3847

SALES • SERVICE • RENTALS
Water Filtration Specialists
Iron • Rotten Egg Odor • Acidic Water

Locally owned and operated since 1985
www.clearwatersys.com

License #497691  Jackson



The Amador Computer
Users Group awarded
Kevlyn Walsh of Amador
High School a $500 scholar-
ship.

Kevlyn plans to attend
the University of California,
Los Angeles, or California
Polytechnic Institute at San
Luis Obispo to study art
and graphic design. She
received California
Scholarship Federation and
honor roll recognition all
four years of high school
and was active in sports and
student government. She
was also involved in student
leadership classes and the
Interact Club.

Kim Still, scholarship
chairperson, said “Kevlyn is
a very self assured young
lady who knows where she
wants to go and has charted
a course for getting there.”

Rand Huggett, the Art
Department Chairman at
Amador High School, and

Kevlyn’s art teacher, said
Kevlyn has been an “out-
standing student in both
attitude and accomplish-
ment.

“She displays strong cre-
ativity and expressiveness in

all of her
efforts. She
has an excel-
lent under-
standing of
the elements
of design
and compo-
sition in both
fine and
graphic art

and is also extremely com-
petent in computer skills.”

The scholarship fund
was founded in early 1999
after the club received a
cash award for community
service from the
Association of PC User
Groups.

“The ACUG Board
decided that students in our
mostly rural community did
not have the educational
opportunities and exposure
to computer technology
that larger metropolitan area
schools offered, and the
board felt the prize money
should go toward improving
this situation.

“So the prize money was
set aside and awarded to a
deserving student, and has
been awarded nearly every
year since,” said ACUG
president Barbara Kreiss.

“The ACUG Scholarship
fund is important in that it
encourages students to
attend college or technical
school to study in the com-
puter related fields,” Kreiss
said.

ACUG meetings are
open to the public. For
more information visit
www.acug.net, or contact
us at info@acug.net, or call
296-2390.

They’re the words every
kid, teen and even adults
love hearing: School’s out!
It’s summer! 

Everyone loves summer –
maybe not the heat or maybe
not the fact that you still
might have to work – but it’s
just a great time of year. So
enjoy it, and have some fun!

The best way to beat the
heat is, of course, a day at
the pool.

It’s most people’s choice
for staying cool, having fun
and getting some exercise.

My friends and I like to
buy summer pool passes,
which means we can go
swimming whenever we
want.

It's also fun to go to the
beach. Santa Cruz is my fam-
ily’s favorite beach city, so
head there or to other beach
destinations, like Hawaii.
Another way to beat the heat
– not as popular but just as
effective – is heading to the

snow for a few weeks.
What if you’re stuck at

home – no snow, no Hawaii
– and you don’t really feel
like swimming? That’s what
the theaters are for! 

Invite some friends to the
theaters to see a movie
you’ve all been wanting to
see. This is a good summer
for that, too. There are sev-
eral blockbusters on their
way! And if movies aren’t
your thing, hit the library or
bookstore and pick out
some good books.

But while you’re having
all this fun, it’s important to
remember that summer
means lots of sun and lots of
heat.

Sun screen is very impor-
tant – it protects you from
getting skin diseases and
painful sunburns.

Kids, you probably hate
applying sun screen just as
much as I do, but the next
time you’rr fighting your par-
ents on it, think: do you real-
ly want to risk disease just
for some extra time in the
sun?

And just as important as
sun screen is water!
Summer’s all about fun, so
why waste it drinking water
when you could have soda
and juice, right? Well, not
exactly.

It’s okay to have sodas,
but since the temperature is
so much higher during sum-
mer, it’s very easy to get
dehydrated and even sick.
Experts say to drink a gallon
of water a day, but it’s not as
easy as it sounds.

So try for a bottle or two
a day to keep yourself
healthy. And remember – it’s
summer, so have some fun!
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Make the most of the rest of summer

By VERONICA COHN

A kid’s
eye view

Amador High grad wins
ACUG’s scholarship

Kevlyn
Walsh

New
Ownership!

18400 Inspiration Dr. West, Pioneer • 209-295-7640

Now  Open  at  Deer  Ridge  Inn:
Las  Minas

Mexican  Restaurant!
BBaarr  OOppeenn  77  DDaayyss  ffrroomm  22ppmm..  KKaarraaookkee  FFrrii..  &&  SSaatt..  NNiigghhttss!!

Cook’s Station
31950 Hwy 88 • Pioneer • 209-295-7900

Live Band & Baby Back Ribs!
Saturday, Aug. 18, 7pm to ???

AAwweessoommee  BBrreeaakkffaassttss!!
Beer & Wine • Deli • Groceries

Gas • Propane • RV Sites

Open 7 Days a Week 7am-7pm
Since
1863

We Will Never Forget
If you are a fire-fighter, paramedic, active duty or active reserve or any
law enforcement, Campora would like to offer you a discounted rate on

your propane.  Please call for details and qualifications.

We proudly serve Amador City, Dry Town, Fiddletown, Glencoe, Jackson,
Mountain Ranch, Mount Aukum, Mokelumne Hill, Cuttingdale, Pine Grove,

Pioneer, Plymouth, Railroad Flat, Somerset, Sutter Creek,
Volcano, West Point & Wilseyville.

Hours:  8am to 5pm, Monday thru Friday
429 Main St., #1, West Point •  209-293-4846

Campora Wants to Thank Those of You
Who Protect and Serve Our Communities & Country

AUTOMOTIVE SPECIALISTS
IN PIONEER

Sierra Engine & Machine
209-295-3141

Engine / Machine
Valve Jobs
Engine Kits

Engine Rebuild
Rotors & Drums

22588 Hwy 88  -  Pioneer
1/8 Mile East of Red Corral Rd./Hwy 26
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By Ken Churches
Calaveras County 
Farm Advisor

It is so very important to
protect that majestic old oak
on your foothill property.
It is home to an entire
ecosystem of life in its
limbs. First, consider how
long the tree has stood. A
white oak in the foothills
that is two feet in diameter
may be 200 years old. In
that time, a complex com-
munity has developed amid
the heavy spreading limbs.

It is important to remem-
ber that much of that natu-
ral community, including the
galls and lichens that deco-
rate old oaks, are not life-
threatening to the tree.
Many kinds of lichens occur
on foothill white oaks.
Some of those lichens cap-
ture nitrogen from the air
and enrich the soil when
they fall. The moss that
grows on your tree is impor-
tant, too.

Many mosses grow
nowhere else but on old iso-
lated oaks and contain their

own specialized community
of invertebrates. Mosses
and lichens have the ability
to dry up in the summer,
then quickly rehydrate with
the first flush of rain.

Foothill white oaks are
host to a dozen different
kinds of galls, some are tiny
and others are the size of
baseballs.

Acorn production is
highly variable year to year.
Older, open-crowned trees
generally produce more
acorns than smaller trees
grown in dense stands.

Oaks tend to be alternate
bearing which means that a
heavy acorn crop one year
may result in smaller crops
for the next year or two.

Acorns are an important
food for western gray squir-
rels, quail, turkeys, deer and
bears.

These majestic old trees
are slow to be replaced.
Homeowners are urged to
protect the remaining cen-
turies-old oaks, and consider
the important life within
their limbs.

Sandie Lema of
Mokelumne Hill has been
named to the Board of
Directors of the Calaveras
Community Foundation.

Lema was extensively
involved in Calaveras
County activities until she
began commuting to
Sacramento 10 years ago to
become an executive with
the American Heart
Association (AHA). She is
senior director of publica-
tions and communications
for the for the heart associa-
tion’s Western States
Affiliate, encompassing
California, Nevada and
Utah. Previously, she was
director of marketing and
communications for the
Sacramento and Northern
Nevada Region.

She has been a Calaveras
County resident since 1977
and served many years as
Calaveras County Board of
Education trustee and on
the board of directors of
the Calaveras County
Economic Development
Company.

In 1992, Gov. Pete
Wilson appointed her to the
Calaveras County Fair
Board, where she served 12
years, including a term as
board president.

Lema is a native of San
Diego and has a journalism
degree from San Diego State
University.

She was the editor of the
Calaveras Enterprise from
1980 until 1997.

“An organization like the
CCF can have a huge impact
on this county,” said Lema.
“Here you can actually see
first-hand the results of
your efforts and know that
you are truly helping people.
Joining the CCF gives me an
opportunity to serve the
community I love.”

Art in the Gardens, held June 23 in West Point and
Wilseyville, featured five gardens decked with art
works and musicians. Visitors came from sur-
rounding counties near and far. This was the first
of a biennial event to be held again in 2009.

Foundation
taps Lema
for board

Artists sprout in gardens

Old oaks are full of life



Lodge has donated more
than $25,000 to various char-
ities through out the county.

This year’s recipient was
Human Resource Council’s
Child Abuse Prevention
Program, which received
some $5,000.

This year’s tournament
was dedicated to the memo-
ry of Dick Heisinger, who
put the tournament together
over the past four years.

Mr. Heisinger died short-
ly before this year’s event,
but his family is committed
to continuing the tradition of
this in his memory along
with the help of the Ebbetts
Pass Moose Lodge.

Next year’s tournament
will be at Forest Meadows
on  June 21, 2008

Filter trade
A free filter exchange will

be held Saturday, Aug. 25,
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at
ATI Parts, Highway 49 at
Ridge Road, Sutter Creek.

Used auto oil filters can
be exchanged  for an oil and
filter recycling container and
$6 off purchase of a new oil
filter. Recyclers will also
receive a free shop rag, oil
funnel, pen and information
on how to properly recycle
used oil and filters.

The offer is good only for
the date and time of the
event and is limited to the
first 50 persons to arrive.

Oil filters should never be
thrown in the trash because
they can contain one pint to
one quart of used oil. Even

if properly drained, a filter
can still contain two to eight
ounces of used oil.

The steel in used oil filters
can be recycled to make new
steel products, such as cans,
cars, appliances, and con-
struction rebar. Recycling all
the filters sold annually in
the United States would
result in the recovery of
about 160,000 tons of steel,
or enough steel to make 16
new stadiums the size of
Atlanta’s Olympic Stadium.

Used oil and oil filters
may be dropped off at ATI
Parts free any day. Call 267-
5241.

For more information
about oil and filter recycling,
residents can call Amador
County Waste Management
Department at 223-6429 or
1-800-CLEANUP, or visit
www.co.amador.ca.us/depts
/waste.

The program is spon-
sored by Amador County
Waste Management
Department and the Rural
Counties’ Environmental
Services Joint Powers
Authority.

Open house
The Human Resource

Council Child Care
Resources has moved to
501F Goldstrike Road in San
Andreas. To celebrate the
move, the community is
invited to an open house on
Wednesday, Aug. 1, from 5-7
p.m.

Visitors can learn more
about child care resources
and services including child
care subsidy programs, refer-
rals to licensed family child
care homes, preschools and
child care centers.

The center has a new
lending library featuring
where books tapes, toys,
games and educational
equipment.

For directions or more
information call HRC Child
Care Resources at 754-1075.
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News notes
Continued from page 3.

to be able to donate it.”
Kylie went to Bev

Ann’s in Jackson and had
hair stylist Esther Dittman
perform the magic. Kylie

was nervous about cutting
her hair off, but says she
really likes her “new do.”

Locks of Love can be
reached at 888-896-1588,
or on the website:
www.locksoflove.org.

Locks help other kids
Continued from page 7.

Cards and Gifts
Available

M-F 9am -6pm
Sat. 9am - 4 pm
Closed Sunday

KKeellllyy’’ss  DDrruugg  SSttoorree
64 E. St. Charles Street

P.O. Box 606
San Andreas, CA 95249

Ray Guidi, R.Ph. Phone 209-754-3595

House Painting
Interior & Exterior
Fast • Professional • Reliable

209-293-7919

Forrest Painting
Bruce Forrest, Owner

P.O. Box 1026, West Point, CA 95255

Residential Jobs Are Our Specialty  •  Free Estimates  •  Lic. #802737

Jenkins Business & Tax Service

We’ll Take Care of the Details
Income Taxes

Bookkeeping & Payroll
Secretarial

Jill M. Jenkins •  209-293-4840
Sandy Gulch Center, P.O. Box 831, West Point, CA 95255

Dragonfly  Peony  Farm
5590 Charles St., Wilseyville • 209-293-1242

Visit www.MyCalaveras.com/DragonflyPeonyFarm
for map, directions and more information.

Summer  Sale  on
Live  Peonies!

August 18, 19 and 25, 26 
9:00 am to 4:00 pm

Herbaceous 30% Off
Tree Peonies 20% Off

Discounts on selected varieties.
Many to choose from!

We Are One of Only Five Live Peony Farms
in California.  Come See the Magic!

Joe  Craven  &
Clan  Dyken

Blue Mountain Coalition for Youth &
Families Presents an

Outdoor Concert!

Friday, August 17
8:00 p.m.

364 Main Street
West Point

Fresh Chocolate-Covered Fruit, Crepes &
Refreshments Available, Including the Debut of 
West Point Chocolate Fountain!

$10.00 Donation Suggested
Bring Your Own Chair.  Absolutely No Alcohol.

Call for More Information
209-293-4500
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sonnel attended Clements
Regional Wildfire and Live-
Fire Training Academy.

Through July 12, Central
Fire had responded to 238
calls for service.

Central Fire chief moves on, leaves legacy

The Lockwood Fire
Protection District is look-
ing for someone to fill the
volunteer position of secre-
tary, to record the minutes at
their monthly meeting and
develop and post the agenda.

The volunteer should be
computer literate and willing
to support the volunteer fire
department’s needs. This
position may also include

mail pickup at the post
office box and delivery to
the boxes at Station No. 1 on
Shake Ridge Road. Any
qualified, self-motivated res-
ident of Amador County
willing to volunteer a few
hours each month is eligible.

To apply, contact John
Asmus, district president, at
296-5681 or Jackie Vaughn
at 296-6868.

Robert L. Gill, Fire Chief,
Central Calaveras Fire &
Rescue has accepted the
position of Fire Chief with
Pioneer Fire Protection
District in El Dorado
County. Chief Gill assumed
his new duties on Monday,
July 16. Pioneer Fire
provides service for the
communities of Somerset,
Fairplay, Omo Ranch, Mt.

Aukum, Grizzly Flat and
Outingdale regions in El
Dorado County.

Chief Gill was appointed
chief of Central Calaveras
Fire and Rescue on Nov. 16,
2001, and has made numer-
ous upgrades within the
organization during his
tenure.

Among his accomplish-
ments: 24-hour firefight-

er/EMT coverage at district
headquarters; upgraded the
district’s fire apparatus fleet;
upgraded firefighter skills
and safety training; and cre-

ated a local “Baby Safe
Surrender Site.”

The chief wrote the dis-
trict’s standard operating
guidelines for response and
operations, created fire
plans, and co-wrote and put
into place district’s fireworks
ordinance.

He helped secure grants
for firefighter person protec-
tive equipment, training

equipment and aids, commu-
nications and fire equip-
ment.

He implemented the dis-
trict’s DMV employee test-
ing program. He is a past
Calaveras County Fire
Chief ’s Association presi-
dent and was instrumental in
forming the county’s local
government Fire
Investigations Unit.

Fire district seeking help

Fire calls keep coming

West Point Fire
Protection District has
reported the following
call statistics for June:
Wildland fires, 2; miscel-
laneous fires, 2; medical
aids, 19; vehicle crashes,
1; public assists, 1, for a
total of 25 calls, or 189
for the year.

An average of three
personnel responded
per incident, and fire-
fighters trained a total of
136 hours.

Continued from page 5.

West Point
crews busy

Chief increased
coverage, upgrad-
ed fleet, skills and
training.

A Non-Profit Organization

New Shooting
Range in

Rail Road Flat!
We’re Seeking
New Members!

209-754-5490
WestPointRod&GunClub@aol.com

www.MyCalaveras.com/wprg

West  Point  Lumber 293-4245
M-Sat. 8am-5pm; Sun. 9am-3pm   22471 Hwy. 26

Ace Summer Best Buys!
700 watt, quick-cook
settings, removable
glass turntable, 0.7
cubic feet, 6131171
Limit one rebate.

Chef King Microwave Oven 5-Shelf Media Tower
45-1/4”H, 9-1/2”W, 10-3/4”D,
silver tube frame
8208092  

$19.99 ea.$29.99 after $10.00 mail-in rebate

You Pay $39.99

CONCRETE
Specializing in Short Loads
Pay Only for What You Use

No Overages or Shortages!

Mixed On-Site
for Total

Mix Control

Bob  Noble  &  Sons
Quail Ridge Drive • Wilseyville

209-2293-77009
Complete Inventory of Sand, Gravel & Rock

Pick-Ups Welcome • Delivery Available

GENERAL ENGINEERING CONTRACTOR

BEDROCK

Established 1975
License #694364

West Point, CA

DOZERS - BACKHOES - EXCAVATORS
- ROAD GRADER - SKIPLOADER W

GANNON BOX
Land Clearing, House Pads, Underground Utilities,

Excavating, Trenching, Road Work, Septic Systems,
Pond Building And Pond Cleaning

CONSTRUCTION COMPANY

DOUG DUBOIS
293-3184

GEORGE DUBOIS
293-7884

SERVING THE MOTHER LODE

J&M Motorcycle Repair
Specializing in Honda & Harley Davidson

Dirt  Bikes,  Street  Bikes  
Parts,  Accessories  &  Apparel

8373 Center St., Mokelumne Hill
HOURS: Tues.-Sat. 10am-6pm

(209) 286-1716

GGrreeaatt  DDeeaallss  OOnn  AAppppaarreell!!
Mens & Womens Clothing • Leather Jackets, Vests & Chaps

20171 Hwy 88, Pine Grove  
Open 9-5, M-Sat.

296-2228
Closed Sunday

Wedding Packages
Available!

Great Gifts for Any Occasion
We Deliver to Upcountry & West Point

Pine Grove Flowers & Gifts



Five years ago, I wrote the
following:

As I walked into a print
shop recently, I encountered
a smiling, bright-eyed little
boy about four years old,
who was sitting on a bench,
waiting for his mother to fin-
ish her business at the near-
by counter.

“Hi,” he said, “My name
is Jason. What’s yours?”
“My name is Ruth,” I
answered.

Jason glanced down at my
feet. “My grandma wears
shoes like yours,” he said.
“Yes,” I replied, “Lots of
grandmas wear Birkenstocks.

BUT – does your grandma
have a toe ring?”

Jason looked startled.
“No,” he whispered.
“Well,” I said, “tell your
grandma that you met one
who has a toe ring – and that
you think she should wear
one, too.”

“Oh,” replied Jason
gravely, “I will, I will.” So I

owe an apology to an
unknown grandma out there,
whose grandson undoubted-
ly is insisting that she wear a
toe ring.

And after all, shouldn’t all
us grandmas have toe rings?
Maybe we could start a
Grandmas With Toe Rings
club. Anyone want to join?

(And this is where this column
originally ended. “Not so fast!”
commanded my editor. “It’s too
short. I need another 200 words
from you.”)

Now I had to think about
why I wrote the column in
the first place. And back to

mind came an earlier conver-
sation with my two grand-
daughters, who were
shocked when I first sported
my new jewelry.

“Grandma,” they
shrieked. “A TOE RING!
REALLY!” In some subtle,
ill-defined way, I had crossed
over the familiar genera-
tional expectations.

Why DID I do that? For
one reason – vanity. I am
typically old and white-
haired and sagging, but my
feet still look about the same
as they did when I was a
teen-ager.

Another reason is that I
get these fantastic pedicures

in a local beauty shop where
toe rings are artistically dis-
played.

But the bottom line is,
“Hey, I feel young, too.”

Ruth Gottstein, 
Publisher Emerita
Volcano Press
P.O. Box 270
Volcano, CA 95689
ruth@volcanopress.com
www.volcanopress.com

With the readers’ indulgence,
we have revived one of our
favorites of Ruth Gottstein’s for-
mer columns.

– Editor
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One
Senior’s

Views
By RUTH GOTTSTEIN

Five years later, grandma’s still wearing a toe ring

Area Service Directory
Support Your Local Businesses

AUTOMOTIVE
TRUCK

INDUSTRIAL PARTS
Hwy 49 & Ridge Rd.

SUTTER CREEK
267-5241    223-1241

20051 Highway 88
PINE GROVE

(Next to Pine Grove School)
296-7555

SCOTT ZELLERS
TRUCKING &
EXCAVATING

-Roads  -Building Pads
-Land Clearing  -Septic Systems
-Dozer  -Backhoe  -Water Truck

-Road Grader  -Dump Truck
-Underground Utilities
Lic. #A820489; C42

293-7485 Message
Glencoe, CA

RONALD L. DAUSE
OWNER

Lic. No. 453545
(209) 293-4504

P.O. Box 820
West Point, CA 95255

HAND LETTERED
SANDBLASTED - ELECTRIC
DESIGN - CONSTRUCTION

MAINTENANCE
SERVING CALAVERAS CO. SINCE 1979

Potable Water
Delivery Service

Fill Well Storage Tanks, Pools, Spas
Bulk Drinking Water, 1750 Gal. Truck

Speedy Service!

Speedy Gonsolis
209-295-7129

Lic. #84219 

“Put an Eco in Your Home”

Water Conditioning Systems
Locally Owned Since 1985
Jackson  257-0300
www.clearwatersys.com

Danielle’s
Hair

Design
Men, Women & Children

Tues. - Sat., 9am - 5pm

293-3100

Wharregard’s
MMoobbiillee  AAuuttoo  RReeppaaiirr

Cars and Trucks
All Makes & Models
Foreign or Domestic

ASE Master Technician
Computer Diagnostics

25 Years Experience • Calaveras County
Glen Wharregard

State License #AK230239

209-559-1124

General Engineering Contractor

Excavating • Trucking
Driveway Construction &

Maintenance • Sand & Gravel

Since 1974

Bob Noble & Sons
Wilseyville, CA

209-293-7009
License #A670055

Main Street  •  West Point

R.V.  Parking,
Horse  Motel
&  Stabling

Secure parking, hook-ups.
Quiet, restful mountain

location. Full equine facility.
Call For Details

Sister Six Ranch
West Point

(209) 293-7766

AA SERVICES
Electrical /home or commercial.

Phone Systems repaired/installed.
General Contracting including

broken pipes/water lines.
Computers/repair or put together for

your needs, home or office
Call Us For All Your Needs

Free Estimates
Toll Free-(888)397-0155
Home-    (209)295-2383
Fax-       (530)725-8229

California  License# 884932   Bonded

Greer's
Tree Service

Years Of Experience
For Your Trees

Tree care, repair and
removal services

all year long.
Trimming, Removal, Limbing, Mistletoe
www.GreersTreeService.com

ISA Professional Member-Insured & Licensed
209-293-1270 •  209-418-8497

24-Hour Emergency Service

Landscaping
General Yard

Clean-Up
Small Repairs
Quality Work!

Reliable
Never a “No-Show”

628-5004



Mondays
Oaks Resource and Family

Center at Rail Road Flat School, open
8 a.m. to noon, information and
resources for families. 293-1211.

TOPS (Take Off Pounds
Sensibly), basement of the Baptist
Church, 300 Cemetery Lane, West
Point. Weigh-in, 5 to 5:45 p.m., meet-
ing, 6 to 7 p.m. 

Hamburger dinner, 5-7 p.m., VFW
Post, West Point, hamburgers. 293-
3322.

Tuesdays
Calaveras Works and Human

Services, outreach office hours for
MediCal, food stamps and cash aid 7
a.m. to 4 p.m., 291-A Main St., West
Point. 754-6433 or 768-7523.

West Point Friends of the Library,
9:30 a.m., first Tuesday of each
month, library, Main Street. Call 293-
4072 for location.

Domestic Violence Support
Group, 2 to 4 p.m., social room,
Church of the Living Word, 23717
Highway 26, West Point. 754-1300.

West Point Fire District Auxiliary,
first Tuesdays, 7 p.m. in the fire sta-
tion on Spink Road. West Point Ridge
Riders Trail Club, second Tuesdays.
Call 293-4747 for location.

Sons in Retirement, second
Tuesdays, 11 a.m., Senior Center,
San Andreas. Call 754-5635, 754-
3978 or 754-3771.

Alcoholics Anonymous, 7 p.m.,
Community Hall, Rail Road Flat. Call
(800) 851-1304.

West Point Lions Club, first and
third Tuesdays, 7 p.m., West Point
Community Hall, Highway 26. First
Tuesday, potluck dinner, third
Tuesday, business meeting.

Community Revive and Re-Leaf,
third Tuesdays, 6:30 p.m., 174 Spink
Road, West Point. Call 293-4465.

Calaveras Genealogy Society,
second Tuesdays, Calaveras County
Library, San Andreas, except the
social meetings in July and
December. 

Children’s Story Hour, 10 a.m.,
Mokelumne Hill Branch Library. Call
286-1783.

Free dinner, 6 p.m., Blue
Mountain Youth and Family Center,
Main Street, West Point. 293-4500.

Upper Mokelumne River
Watershed Council, fourth Tuesdays,
Central Sierra Resource
Conservation and Development
Agency, 235 New York Ranch Road,
Suite C, Jackson. Call 257-1543 for
information.

Wednesdays
AARP, third Wednesdays, West

Point Community Hall. Call Jose del
Castillo 293-3135.

West Point School Parent-
Teacher Group, first Wednesdays,
West Point School, alternating after-
noons and evenings. Call 293-4255.

AARP Blue Mountain Chapter
732, third Wednesdays, West Point
Community Hall. Call 293-7506.

West Point Business Council, sec-
ond Wednesdays, 5:30 p.m., West
Point Community Hall, Highway 26.
Call 209-293-7482.

White Bison Women’s Talking
Circle, 2:30 p.m., sponsored by
M.A.C.T. Behavioral Health, 311 Main
Street, West Point. Call Terry Garcia
at 533-4385.

Calaveras County Fish and Game
Commission, fourth Wednesday,
January through October, 6:30 p.m.,
Board of Supervisors Chambers,
Government Center, San Andreas.
754-6370. 

Thursdays
Calaveras Works and Human

Services, office hours for MediCal,
food stamps and cash aid 9 a.m. to
noon, 1-6 p.m., 291-A Main St., West

Point. 754-6433 or 768-7523.
Alcoholics Anonymous and Al-

Anon, 7:30 p.m., West Point
Community Covenant Church,
Highway 26.

Blue Mountain Rebekah Lodge,
first and third Thursdays, 2 p.m.,
IOOF Building, West Point. 293-4805.

Central Calaveras Fire and
Rescue Protection District Board, sec-
ond Thursdays, 6:30 p.m., fire station,
Jesus Maria Road off Rail Road Flat
Road.

Mother Lode Newcomers Club for
women, first Thursday. For location:
419-0755 or e-mail newcomers@vol-
cano.net.  

West Point Fire District Board,
second Thursdays, 7 p.m., West Point
Firehouse, Spink Road.

West Point Rod and Gun Club,
third Thursdays,  6:30 p.m., West
Point Community Hall, Highway 26.
Call 754-5490.

Blue Mountain Community
Renewal Council, fourth Thursdays,
6:30 p.m., downstairs in the back,
American Legion Hall, Highway 26.
Call 293-4166 or 293-7160.

Free dinner, 6 p.m., Blue
Mountain Youth and Family Center,
Main Street, West Point. 293-4500.

Blue Mountain Community

Renewal Council Board of Directors,
fourth Thursdays, 6:30 p.m., down-
stairs conference room, West Point
Veterans Memorial Hall. 

Alcoholics Anonymous, 7:30 p.m.,
Community Covenant Church,
Highway 26, West Point. Call (800)
851-1304.

Fridays
Pedro Card Game, fourth Fridays

7 p.m., West Point Community Hall,
Highway 26. Call 293-4259.

Pedro Card Game, second
Fridays, 7 p.m., Rail Road Flat
Community Hall.

Mountain Ranch Community Club
potluck dinner and meeting, first
Fridays, 6:30 p.m., Mountain Ranch
Town Hall.

Spaghetti Night, second Fridays,
5-7 p.m., VFW Post, West Point. Call
293-3322.

Saturdays
West Point Lions Bingo, second

Saturdays, doors open at 5 p.m.,
West Point Community Hall. 

West Point Lions Bingo, second
Saturdays, 1:30 to 3:30 p.m., at the
Mountain Ranch Fire Station. 

West Point AARP Bingo, third

Saturdays, doors open 5 p.m., West
Point Community Hall.

Women’s’ Relief Corps Bingo,
fourth Saturdays, 6 p.m., Veterans
Memorial Hall.

Sundays
Blue Mountain Rebekah Lodge

Bingo, first Sundays, 1 p.m., IOOF
Hall, Main Street, West Point. 

West Point Boy Scout Troop, first
and third Sundays, Scout Hut, Winton
Road. Call 293-7613.

Breakfast Buffet, first Sundays, 8
to 11 a.m., Glencoe American Legion
Hall. 

American Legion breakfast, third
Sundays, 8 to 10 a.m., Veterans’
Memorial Hall, Highway 26, West
Point.

Overcomers Outreach, 9:30 a.m.,
First Baptist Church, West Point. Call
Pastor Ken Terry at 754-1423.

Send additions or corrections to
the Continuing Calendar to: west-
pointnews@volcano.net. 
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“This grant is a chance for us to
get hold of our own future and get
our people back to work while sus-
taining our local forests and econo-
my,” said Calaveras County District 2
Supervisor Steve Wilensky, origina-
tor of the CHIPS program.

“I think we’re on the verge of
something special here,” said

Wilensky.
“The heavy lifting has been done

by all of you,” said Higgins.
“Everything we do depends on
strong partners, local government,
people and families.

“Lungren brought this project to
my office. Thank you for doing the
heavy lifting. You’re making this
county a better place to live.”

“West Point and communities like

this are largely not thought of that
much in Washington, D.C.,” said
Lungren.

“Perhaps because of few people,
perhaps because people in
Washington, D.C. think they know
what’s better. The grant request
from this community was to enhance
something you are already doing,” he
said.

“I know people who grew up in

the timber industry,” said Lungren.
“I’ve seen the devastation when

folks who want to work can’t find
jobs. Anything we can do to address
this is worth our time.

“This is one small contribution.
It is my hope there will be more in
the future. I congratulate you for
your enthusiasm and ingenuity.”

Grant will cover training and equipment
Continued from page 1.

Landscape
Chips  For  Sale!

Advance Sale Chip Load Tickets are Available at the Following Locations:
Blue Mountain

Community Service Center 
291 Main Street, West Point  293-2333

Mon., Wed., Fri., 9am – Noon
Tues. & Thurs., 10am – 3pm

Mother Lode Job Connection 
700 Mountain Ranch Road, Suite A,

San Andreas
209-498-3003

Mon. – Fri. 9am – 4pm

Please call ahead to either location to confirm staff
availability.  Your purchase is tax deductible.

For more information about C.H.I.P.S.,
please visit our web site, 

www.MyCalaveras.com/CHIPS

Every Sunday 9am to 4pm
Wilseyville Transfer Station

Blizzard Mine Road, Wilseyville

Bulk Order Discounts
Delivery Available.  Call for Details.

$25.00 Per Scoop (2.5 yds.)

New Friday Hours:  9am to 8pm

THE FEED BARN
COUNTRY STORE

11261 Propsect Dr., Jackson • Hours: 8-6 Mon.-Sat; Sun. 9-5
209-223-2809

Put on the SHINE for the Fair!
$1.00 Off Rice Bran Pellets by Elk Grove Milling

50 lb. -Reg. $9.95  SALE $8.95

All Vetrolin
Grooming Products

15% Off
All Vita Flex

Products

20% Off
Bling Belts & Buckles!

Jewelry, too!
25% Off All Pet Beds

Great Selection of Pads, Orthopedic Beds,
Circular & Enclosed Beds, too!
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We’ll make sure
your kids are
ready for school!

We’ll make sure
your kids are
ready for school!

�

�

�

�

Immunizations
Sports Physicals
Pre-School Physicals
Well-Child Care

Immunizations
Sports Physicals
Pre-School Physicals
Well-Child Care

Our Services IncludeOur Services Include

The Next Generation of Excellent Health Care

Medicare, Medi-Cal, and Most Insurance Plans Accepted • Payment Assistance Available

Family Practice Pediatrics
Lab Tests Behavioral Health

•

•

Family Practice Pediatrics
Lab Tests Behavioral Health

•

•
MEDICAL

CENTERS

FAMILY

Arnold • 795-4193
2182 Highway 4 • Meadowmont Center

Arnold

Valley Springs 772-9538•

1919 Vista Del Lago Drive • La Contenta Plaza

Valley Springs

Copperopolis 785-7000•

3505 Spangler Ln., Ste. 400 • Lake Tulloch Plaza

Copperopolis

Angels Camp • 736-0813
222 S. Main Street • Angels Towne Center

Angels Camp

768 Mountain Ranch Road

San Andreas, California 95249

(209) 754-3521

We help keep people healthy,

so they can enjoy a good life.

We help keep people healthy,

so they can enjoy a good life.

www.marktwainhospital.com

LEARN ABOUTYOUR LOCAL
HEALTH CARE RESOURCE

OUR WEBSITE HAS TOURS, SERVICES AND PHYSICIANS
�

Grow Up Healthy

Call for Same Day Appointment


